
Science for Policy
Francois BUSQUET



INFORMING POLICY 
THROUGH EVIDENCE

Since 1981

http://caat.jhsph.edu

Meet Your Scientist!
27 January, 2015 • 18h45 

MEP Salon, European Parliament
Under MEP Sirpa Pietikäinen’s (EPP) sponsorship, 
MEPs will meet researchers from their respective 
countries to discuss and network about the use 
of alternative non-animal test methods and new 
technologies available to ensure better consumer 
protection. The research status of member states 
will be discussed as well. 

Information: sirpa.pietikainen@europarl.europa.eu

or: caat-eu-policy@uni-konstanz.de

Center for Alternatives  
to Animal Testing

CAAT-Europe as Honest Broker
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Interaction with Policy Makers
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Science 2.0 for policy:

• Collision

• One-way

• People

• Data & information

• Sharing & 

collaboration

• Interaction 

• Dialogue & co-creation



“The pure 

scientist”

“The issue 

advocate”
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“The honest 

broker”

Pielke 2008; Calow 2014
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Linear model

Stakeholder model

“The four idealised roles of science in 
policy and politics”



society driven by facts only is … 

Fact only
Policy on earthquake 

detection

Simultaneously 
GMO

Value only 
Abortion 

(pro-life vs. prochoice)

Policy questions can fall in each category or simultaneously 

society driven by values only is… 

society driven by facts and values are...



Major 

Challenges



Agendas
dominate the policy 
process



Everyone has an agenda



Policy makers 

DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
science





Policy makers 

DO NOT GRASP UNCERTAINTIES



Catch 22:
More science for more 

evidence can be a 
vicious cycle

Reduction of 

uncertainties

Realistic or 

unrealistic ?

Often no option to wait, need to make 
decisions based on imperfect knowledge 

and uncertainties

⇒ 

Policy options, flexibility



Rank it!

● known

● partially known

● unknown

● unknowable

Frame it!

● methodology 
(expert)

● technology (data)

● epistemic (source 
of knowledge)

● societal (right ?)



Mapping the policy environment

The politics of

Evidence-based 

Policy making

Paul Cairney





Further readings…
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